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From the Vicar  

Advent looks towards the Second Coming of Christ and the Last Judgement. It is, 
therefore, an appropriate season for self-examination, for repentance and change of 
direction.  Advent is also the beginning of the Church's year - an appropriate season for 
starting on something new.  Following the Deddington Forum and the ideas and energy it 
has generated, we have a good opportunity to develop a new vision and new directions 
for the Benefice.   

 
Perhaps we also need to look at developing a new character for ourselves as church 

communities: not all the energy around the Forum was positive.  I wonder whether it was 
inevitable that the Forum should give rise to anger, hurt and ill-feeling, as it did.  I would 
hope that a Christian community could find ways of speaking truthfully and generously 
and listening thoughtfully and considerately such that even difficult matters, matters, say, 
where opinions differ markedly, or where criticism needs to be expressed, may be 
discussed openly, graciously and without rancour.  We might think about what disciplines 
we need to set ourselves under, as individuals and communities, to achieve this.  Were we 
to achieve it, we would be exhibiting in this that love of one another which Christ 
demands of us and which is essential if we are to be effective witnesses for Christ in the 
world. 

 
As to being effective witnesses, I should like you to consider these related and 

fundamental questions: what are our church communities - in Deddington, Barford, 
Hempton - for? and what should the extent of our ambitions be? Please tell me what you 
think. 

 
We shall be helped in the development of new vision and in the discernment of new 

directions by Robin Brunner-Ellis from the Diocese, who will lead our Stewardship 
campaign.  The first occasion in this campaign is an open meeting in Deddington on the 
morning of January 30th (see notice elsewhere in this issue.).  Please attend if you possibly 
can. 

Whatever else new happens in the coming year we will have a new Curate.  
Deddington PCC (with the approval of the Barford Churchwardens) has ratified the 
appointment of Daniel Inman, who will come to the Benefice in July 2010.  Dan is in his 
mid-twenties, single and has a D.Phil in Church History.  He is currently finishing his 
training at Ripon College, Cuddesdon.  As a condition of having Dan with us, Bishop Colin 
expects me to stay in post in the Benefice at least until January 2012, which I am very 
happy to do.  Please do not suppose that I shall in fact leave then.  I might (if spared) stay 
until I have to retire, for all I know as yet.  We shall in due course have to try to discern 
what God knows and wants. 

 
Hugh 
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Regular Events 

 
Monday to Friday. 
8.45am  Morning Prayer Deddington  
Monday 
6.15pm                BB Band Practice* Deddington 
7.30-9.00pm Bell Ringing Practice                   Deddington 
Wednesday 
10.00am Eucharist   Deddington             
 5.15pm BB Anchors *             Windmill Centre (upstairs) 
5.15pm BB Juniors *           Windmill Centre(downstairs) 
7.00pm                BB Company Section *                  Deddington 
Thursday  
2.00pm  Squeals and Wheels Deddington 
 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Thursdays 

Friday   
10-12.00am Katharine House Hospice  Deddington 

 Coffee Morning    
7.45pm Choir Practice Deddington 

Saturday 
8.45am Prayer Deddington 
Sunday 
2.30-5pm Teas in Church Deddington 

 Every Sunday 

 
* these events take place during term time only 

 

Deadline for notices and other contributions for January issue: 
Friday 18th December 
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WE REMEMBER THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARY FALLS THIS MONTH 

Deddington and Hempton: Albert Evans, Leon Taylor, Thomas Garrett, Maurice 
Renwick, Margaret Lovell, June Berridge, Betty Lewis, Norah St Clair Palmer, 
Kenneth Berry, Betty Caporn, Ellen Lewis, Ellen Doggett and Ernest Callow. 

Barfords: Muriel Clarke, Annie Nash, Trevor Hughes, Charles Sullivan, Sidney 
Austin, Marjorie Blencowe, Margaret Lovell, Raymond Neal, Dora Neal, Albert 
Woolgrove, John Sykes, Eva Hanks, Gwendoline Taylor. 

 If you would like to have a name included in the Book of Remembrance, 
please contact a Churchwarden.  

 

 

 



For your diary.....  

Saturday 5
th

 December from 11.00am through lunchtime in St. JƻƘƴΩǎΣ Hempton 
Come and shop until you drop at St. John's Christmas Bazaar. Gifts, Tombola, Cards, Raffle, 
Games and a chance to win £50.00 on a date! PLUS a gourmet feast ie lunch!!  Join us in a 
Bazaar Bonanza- help the Friends of Hempton Church maintain our village church.  
              John Sampson 

 Deddington Church will be decorated for Christmas on Tuesday 22
nd

 and 
Wednesday 23

rd
 December.  Any contributions will be welcome.             Barbara Upton 

 
Christmas is for the poor.  

 The baby born in an outhouse and soon to be a refugee speaks of the love of God for the 
weakest people in the world. Fairtrade seeks to help those very people to earn a decent 
living for their families and themselves. So do think of Fairtrade gifts, cards and 
ingredients this year or perhaps a virtual Gift for Life which will give even more help and 
show your friends that the message of Christmas is helping others to grow.  The Fairtrade 
stall will be in Deddington Church on Market days - November 28th and December 19th, 
on some Sunday mornings, and in Deddington School on Wednesday afternoon December 
2nd. We have many last-minute gift suggestions, Christmas cards, stocking fillers, 
ingredients and confectionery. It is still not too late to order from the catalogue.  Please 
give Hugh Marshall a call on 337761 for more suggestions or pick up a catalogue to get 
some ideas. We can all 'fight poverty through trade.' 

 
Paradise Lost  John Milton's great poem, Paradise Lost, is very appropriate reading for 

Advent, a period of penitence in which we look forward to our salvation through Jesus 
Christ and the final ordering of all things under God's rule.  You might like to be part of the 
team reciting the poem in Deddington Parish Church, or you might rather just come and 
listen.  The times of the readings are as follows:  Sun Nov 29 8.00-9.30pm; Mon Nov 30 
7.30-9.30pm; Tue Dec 1 7.30-9.30; Wed Dec 2 2.30-4.30pm; Thu Dec 3 6.30-8.30pm; Fri 
Dec 4 6.30-7.30pm; Sat Dec 5 6.30pm - as long as it takes.  No need, of course, for any 
individual to do the lot! 

 
Stewardship   Robin Brunner-Ellis, the Diocesan Christian Giving and Funding Adviser, 

will facilitating a Stewardship morning at Deddington Church on 30
th

 January (9.30am ς 
1.00pm, followed by lunch).  All members of our congregations in the Benefice are invited 
to this important occasion. 

 
Art exhibition   There will be an exhibition of bronzes by Toddy Hoare, a priest of the 

Church of England in Deddington Parish Church from Nov 28th to Dec 6.  Toddy will preach 
in relation to his sculpture at Mattins on Sunday 29

th
 November 
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News and Comment 

Church Gift Day ς 31
st
 October.  The church gift Day raised around £1750 (including 

Gift Aid) for the Building Fund.  Thanks to everyone who contributed and also to those 
who provided refreshments and saw to the physical well being of the vicar. 

 
Deddington Church Bazaar. 
Over £870 was raised at the Church Bazaar on 14

th
 November despite the awful 

ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ  ! ǾŜǊȅ ōƛƎ ΨǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΩ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ prepare and man the stalls and to those 
who contributed beforehand.  We are so grateful to those who braved the wind and rain 
and parking difficulties giving us support without which this result would not have been 
possible.  THANK YOU VERY MUCH.      Jean Welford  

 
Mmabatho News 
The recent Diocesan Synod focussed on the link with Kimberley and Kuruman giving 

over much of the morning to presentations about recent visits.  It passed a resolution to 
continue the partnership relation with Kimberley and Kuruman. Fiona Gillespie taught a 
song in Setswana to the members of Synod at the start of worship and Revd Hugh White, 
as a member of the Diocesan Kimberley and Kuruman link committee was among those 
leading the worship.  

In January, Bloxham School will be doing a sponsored walk (beginning from 
Deddington) to raise funds for Tsogo which they have chosen as their charity of the year 
due to their historical connection with Deddington. Fiona Gillespie gave a short 
presentation about the Tsogo Centre to a whole school assembly in November which was 
very well received. 

Those attending Free Spirit have been giving donations towards Christmas presents 
for the children at the Tsogo Centre. 

The Choir leader of the Church of the Resurrection, Mmabatho has been in touch with 
the Vicar about the forthcoming visit in May. They have already got a programme of songs 
and are looking forward to singing in Deddington Church and at other venues in the 
Diocese.         Fiona Gillespie 

NB: The Resurrection Choir (some 30 strong) will need accommodation for about a 
week around the weekend of 15th/16

th
 May.  Would anyone who might be able to help, 

even if only for part of the week, get in touch with Fiona 01869 338367. 
 
!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ 
Thanks to all those involved in providing hospitality for the !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ 

and especially to Jane Green for co-ordinating the operation.  It was a great team effort 
and allowed the Choir to provide a lot of pleasure at their concert and to raise around 
£1150. 
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Country Life and the Church of England sought nominations for an 'Unsung Hero of 
the Rural Church'.  George is included in the final shortlist of twelve invited to Lambeth 
Palace on 4 December - his first visit to London for 36 years! He was nominated inter alia 
for being churchwarden, choir member and crucifer, Warriner Choral Society chair, DN 
and Four Shires contributor, speaker on farming and beekeeping, pantomime actor and 
stage-set builder, hosting farm walks and Rogation services, making for the church 
wrought-iron gates, sanctuary lamp, and candle stands, plus wooden tables and staging. 
The Christmas edition of Country Life will carry the result. 

Prayers    

Advent 
We pray that we will all be ready to meet God face to face, whenever and however that 
will be.  We pray for all who claim to be Christians all over the world. We ask for a real 
longing for God in or lives; a longing that is not satisfied by anything else. We open to your 
love the spiritual journeys of all who walk your way; protect them from evil and keep 
them steadfast in faith. We pray for those we love and those we find it hard to relate to.  
We pray for more love and forgiveness. We pray for those who are struggling with 
poverty, illness or despair, and ask you to comfort them, using us however you want. 
We pray for the sick and especially for Violet Fisher, Connor and Tyler Rose, Kath Bushell, 
Christine Gay, Sue Beale, Marianne Elsley and Ray Sones. Pam Dodd.  We pray for those 
who have died, and their families and friends, especially Wilf Gibbard and Honor 
Aitchison. This month, as a Deanery, we pray for Ironstone Benefice: Drayton, Horley, 
Hornton, Hanwell, Shennington, Alkerton, Wroxton, Balscote. John Reader, Pam Smith and 
John Straw; Bodicote: Ben Phillips, Brian Gardner and George Walker. We pray for the 
Mayor of Banbury and Chief Executive of Cherwell District Council; For shop staff and all 
who work extra hours in the lead up to Christmas; For all who come into our churches for 
Christmas Services; for an appreciation of the true meaning of Christmas. 
 
Christmas Day 
O God our Father, who by the glorious birth of thy son did enlighten the darkness of the 
world.  We pray that the light of his presence may shine more and more in the lives of 
men and women; that being filled with his spirit of goodwill, the nations may inherit 
that gift of peace which he came to bring. 
 
If you would like prayer on any matter, please contact anyone on our Prayer Circle: 
Glynne Bianchi 337743   Christine Gillespie    338367               Liz Dickinson   337050 
Rosemary Clark  336267 John Osborough   07753802841  Judy & Jenny Ward 337187 
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Events Update - December 2009  

All events to be held in Deddington Parish Church ς unless otherwise indicated  
Amendments and additions (in bold throughout text). Unconfirmed bookings in italics. 
2009     
Advent  Carols *  Sun 6

th
 Dec 6.30pm   

(Choros) Rehearsal afternoon 

Visiting Bellringers Thur 10
th
 Dec 7.30-9.pm 

Childrenôs Activities * Sat 12
th
 Dec 10am-12.30pm  

Primary School Mon 14
th

 Dec ï F1  2.00pm  

Christmas Productions Tues 15
th

 Dec ï Key Stage 1  4.30pm 

 Thurs 17
th

 Dec ï Key Stage 2 5.00pm  

Deddington Farmerôs  Sat 19
th
 Dec 9am-12.30pm 

Market 

Banbury Bellringers Sat 26
th

 Dec 10.30am-12noon 

2010 

Deddington Farmerôs  Sat 23
rd
 Jan 9am-12.30pm 

Market 

Stewardship Morning* Sat 30
th

 Jan 9.30am ï 1.00pm  
(followed by lunch) 

Bloxham School Sun 31
st
 Jan 

Tsogo Walk 

Jumble Sale* Sat 6
th

 Feb 10am ï 1pm 

Deddington Farmerôs  Sat 27
th
 Feb 9am-12.30pm 

Market 

Deddington Farmerôs  Sat 27
th
 March 9am-12.30pm 

Market 

Deddington Farmerôs  Sat 24
th
 April  9am-12.30pm 

Market 

Warriner Choral  Sat 24
th
 April  7.30pm   

Society*  Rehearsal in afternoon 

Wedding Sat 1
st
 May 

Chipping Norton & Sat 8
th
 May 

District Choral Society 

St Georgeôs Choir, Windsor Sat 15
th
 May 

Deddington Farmerôs  Sat 22
nd

 May 9am-12.30pm 

Market 

Spring Dance Co. Tues 25
th

 May 9am-3.30pm 

(with Primary School) 

Spring Dance Co. Wed 26
th

  May 9am-3.30pm 

(with Primary School) 

Wedding Sat 12
th
 June 

Deddington Festival Sun 13
th
 June 5-7.30pm (Rehearsal) 

Deddington Festival Wed 16
th
 June 6.8.30pm (Rehearsal) 
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Deddington Festival 

Community Concert* Thur 17
th

 June Rehearsal pm 

Deddington Festival  Sat 19
th

 June Performance 7.30pm 

Workshop* Carmina Burana  

Deddington Festival*  Fri 25
th
 June (Writers Group Evening) 

Deddington Farmerôs  Sat 26
th
 June 9am-12.30pm 

Market 

Deddington Farmerôs  Sat 24
th
 July 9am-12.30pm 

Market 

Wedding Sat 31
st
 July  Organ, Choir, Flowers, Bells 

Wedding Sat 14
th
 Aug 

Wedding  Fri 27
th
 Aug  1.00pm Bells, Choir, Organ 

Deddington Farmerôs  Sat 28
th
 Aug 9am-12.30pm 

Market 

Parish  Show *  Sat 4
th
 Sept     

Deddington Farmerôs  Sat 25
th
 Sept 9am-12.30pm 

Market 

 Wedding  Sat 2
nd

 Oct 

Deddington Farmerôs  Sat 23
rd
 Oct 9am-12.30pm 

Market 

Deanery Synod*    Thurs 11
th
 Nov  

Deddington Farmerôs  Sat 27
th
 Nov 9am-12.30pm 

Market 

Deddington Farmerôs  Sat 18
th
 Dec 9am-12.30pm 

Market 

Banbury Bellringers  Sun 19
th
 Dec  10.30-12noon 

 

 *  Kitchen booked for this event 

Please contact  Sue Addison, Benefice Secretary, for all Church bookings.  

Tel. 01869 338017  E-mail; susan.addison@virgin.net 
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Charity of the Month  
Helen and Douglas House in Oxford provides respite and end of life care for children 
and young adults with life-shortening conditions, as well as support for the wider 
family.   
Helen House was the world's first children's hospice.  It started from the friendship 
between Sister Frances Dominica and the parents of a little girl called Helen who lived 
at home but needed 24 hour care.  Douglas House opened in 2004 and was the world's 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘΩǎ ƘƻǎǇƛŎŜΣ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ мс ŀƴŘ орΦ   
In any one year, Helen & Douglas house provides professional care and support for 
around 250 children and young people as well as their families. 

mailto:susan.addison@virgin.net


Services for December 2009    

 Wed 2
nd       

10.00am  Eucharist  Deddington
 

 Thurs 3
rd 

 2.00pm  Squeals & Wheels Deddington 
 
1

st
 Sunday 6th 9.00 am  Eucharist  Hempton 

 Advent 2 10.30am  First Sunday  Deddington 
    4.00pm  Christingle  Barford St M 

Wed 9th  10.00am  Eucharist  Deddington 
           

2
nd

 Sunday 13th 10.30am  Sung Eucharist  Deddington 
 Advent 3   (with healing prayer) 

  3.00pm  Evensong(BCP)  Barford St J  
  4.00pm   Christingle  Deddington  

 Wed 16
th

   10.00am  Eucharist   Deddington  
Thurs17th    2.00 pm  Squeals and Wheels Deddington 

 
3

rd
 Sunday 20th   9.00am   Eucharist   Hempton 

 Advent 4 10.30am  Eucharist  Deddington 
   4.00pm  Carol Service                 Barford St M 
    6.30pm  Carol Service  Deddington 

Wed 23
rd

            10 .00am  Eucharist  Deddington 
Thurs 24

th
 2 .00pm  Squeals and Wheels Deddington 

    4.00pm  Crib Service                 Barford St M 
  11.30pm Midnight Mass  Deddington 
  11.30pm Midnight Mass                 Barford St M 
 

Christmas Day  9.00am   Eucharist  Hempton    
Fri 25

th
      10.30am Family Eucharist  Deddington 

 
Sat 26

th
  10.00am  Eucharist: St Stephen Deddington 

                                 
4

th
 Sunday 27th 8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) Deddington 

 St John  10.30 am Morning Worship  Deddington  
10.30am  Eucharist  Barford St J 
6.00 pm  Evensong  Hempton 

Mon 28
th

      10.00aam Eucharist: Holy Innocents Deddington  
Wed 30

th
   10 .00am Eucharist  Deddington 

                                                 (4
th

 with healing prayer) 
Thur 31

st
  11.30pm Watch Night service Deddington 
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Vicar: Revd Hugh White  (01869)  349869 
  Churchwardens:   Deddington    Glynne Bianchi        337743         

   George Fenemore   338203 
     Barfords:        Barbara Alt             338207       

        Cubby Brett              338300  
 

Our grateful thanks to Hamptons International for their generosity in photocopying our newssheet. 
Editor: Sue Addison, Laurel Cottage, Church Street, Barford St Michael, OX15 0UA 
Tel:  01869 338017 Email: susan.addison@virgin.net  
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SAINTS ALIVE!  
12 th  Dec:  Jane Frances de CHANTAL, Foundress of the Order of the 

Visitation 1572 - 1641. Born at Dijon in France, Jane Frances became 

happily married and had four children but soon afterwards she was 

widowed early when her husband met with an accident.  As a wido w, she 

resolved to give herself to the spiritual life and took a vow of chastity.  In 

1604, she met Francis de Sales.  Placing herself under his spiritual 

direction, and whist still retaining her duties as a mother, she founded the 

first convent of the Vis itation at Annecy in Savoy especially for women and 

widows unsuited to the severe ascetic life of many other convents.  She 

never failed in her duties of visiting the poor and the sick, of 

administering the convent, of caring for her children and having a hand in 

the founding of no less than sixty four other convents.  Vincent de Paul 

said of her, òshe was one of the holiest people I have ever met on this 
earthó.  Her motto was LIVE JESUS!  

 

17 th  Dec:   Eglantine JEBB, Social Reformer, Founder of ôSave the 

Children Fundõ.  Born in 1876, she studied at Oxford and became a teacher 

for a few years until ill -health led to her resignation.  She then devoted 

her energies to charitable works and in 1913 went to Macedonia to help 

refugees in the Balkan Wars.  After th e First  World War, she and her 

sister, Dorothy Buxton founded the Save the Children Fund which was 

aimed to help children who were suffering in the post -war famine in 

Europe.  Eglantine fought for the rights of children to be recognised, the 

League of Nati ons passing her ôChildrenõs charter in 1924.  She inspired 

many by her personal spirituality and was greatly mourned on her death in 

Geneva on this day in 1928.  
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